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Happy new you to you all! I am hopeful that 2021 will be a much healthier and happier year for all and the library 

can resume its normal operations over time as vaccinations continue throughout Canada. 

The library had an average of about 23 patron visits per day in December. Visits ranged from nine patron visits on a 

Saturday afternoon, to 59 visits by patrons on Dec. 22. Circulation count for the month of December was 2,884 

physical items circulated. 

What we been up to in December and January: 

• Food for Fines brought in a small amount of food for the St. Mark’s Food Bank during December. This is 

likely due to the fact the library has not been charging fines since March. 

• Loan periods, which had been changed to six weeks in June (from our regular three weeks), have been 

switched back to three weeks at the beginning of January. We had changed loan periods due to Covid to 

encourage fewer in-person visits to the library. We were asking people to borrow books in greater 

numbers to lessen the need to come in but we have found most patrons still prefer to borrow just a few 

books at a time. We also resumed fines at the beginning of January. 

• The children’s librarian Laurie Youb filmed a Christmas advent where she read a Christmas story each day 

leading up to Christmas. The stories were posted to Facebook. Laurie is now working on a new set of 

storytimes to be posted to our YouTube channel. 

• The library bookclub resumed on Zoom in December. The club now has 16 members and is currently 

reading ‘Educated’ by Tara Westover. 

• Outreach deliveries resumed January 13 after taking the month of December off. We are delivering to 11 

people in the community. 

• The Friends of the Library purchased a new 12-foot artificial Christmas tree for the library. The lights on 

our current 15-foot tree no longer work and we struggle each year to put up and take down the tree 

because it is so tall and cumbersome for staff. We are hoping to give away the 15-foot tree and are 

advertising on Facebook.  

• I have submitted a job funding application to the federal Young Canada Works program to help fund the 

children’s summer reading club student staffing position. We will find out if we have been successful in 

about two months. 

• The library’s website has undergone a bit of a transformation – staff member Jamie Bond has been 

working on cleaning up the site, making sure links work and are current. The homepage looks much 

cleaner and more clickable. Please take a minute to visit the site when you have time. 

• The city installed a new metal back door at the staff entrance. The old wooden door and lock was getting 

increasingly harder to unlock each time the door frame shifted in the heat and cold.   

Dolly Parton fundraising: 

• The library received a $4,000 donation from Ovintiv (formerly Encana Corp.) for the Dolly Parton 

Imagination Library. 

• The Facebook DPIL fundraiser in early December raised $2,300. The largest donation came from Sally and 

Tim Schilds ($2,000)! 



• We received multiple personal donations to the DPIL in December as well – including $1,000 from Linda 

and Graham Lees.  

• Peace River Hydro Partners donated $500 to the DPIL. 

• In December, the Dolly Tree raised $179.10 and our silent auction raised $160 for the DPIL. 

• There is now a DPIL Donors Page on our website to recognize donations over $100. 

• I have applied for $2,000 funding to Loblaws and Save on Foods. I have also sent a letter to Peace River 

Regional District electoral areas C, D, and E directors asking for ongoing funding for the program. I have 

asked for annual funding of $3,600 – this is $15% of our annual cost of the DPIL. This figure reflects 

registration of children from those electoral areas. Of the 532 children registered, 78 (15%) have 

addresses in Pouce Coupe, Arras, Groundbirch, Tomslake, Rolla, Progress, and the Peace River Regional 

District. 

• I have been in touch with the new grant writer at city hall, Becky Gelsthorpe, and hope to have some help 

finding further sources of grants and funding soon. The grant writer contract at the PRRD has expired and 

they hope to have a new grant writer in the next couple of months. 

 


