
Dawson Creek Public Library 
Minutes of meeting of Board of Trustees 

Date: September 27, 2021 

Time: 7:08 p.m. 

Place: Dawson Creek Public Library 

Present: Sankalp Chawla, Jennifer Combres, Terri Foster, Hanna Gilliatt, Amy Kaempf, 

Andre Lavoie, Brandon Mackinnon, Pamela Morris,  

Absent: Kim Erickson, Sally Schilds 

Reading of land acknowledgement. 

1. Motion #1. That the minutes of the June 21, 2021 board meeting be accepted. 

FOSTER/LAVOIE Motion passed 

2. Welcome of new board trustees Sankalp Chawla, Jennifer Combres and 

Brandon Mackinnon and introductions. 

 

3. Chairperson’s report:  

 

• Chairperson Gilliatt played a recording from the BC Library Trustee 

Association newsletter by Chris Farrell and David Brancaccio titled “It Checks 

Out – Libraries are an Investment that’s Well Worth It.” The recording 

highlighted the importance of investing in libraries – particularly during the 

time of the pandemic. 

• The chairperson asked that the library manager forward the BC Library 

Trustee Association newsletter to the new board trustees and encouraged 

them to subscribe to the newsletter.  

 

4. Treasurer’s report: 

a. Attached comparative income statement to the end of August 2021. 

Motion #2. That the treasurer’s report be accepted as read: 

FOSTER/LAVOIE Motion passed 

b. Treasurer Foster presented the proposed 2022 Dawson Creek Municipal Public 

Library budget to the board.  



Motion #3. That the board approve the 2022 budget as presented with the 

adjustments to benefits recommended by the city’s chief financial officer. 

    FOSTER/COMBRES Motion passed 

5. Councilor’s report: City council is working on 2022 financial planning in October. 

Council recently held special meetings to discuss permissive tax exemptions and 

voted to approve opening recreational facilities with new proof of vaccine 

mandates issued by the BC Public Health Officer. 

 

6. Librarian’s report:  

 

• Library circulation statistics June through August. 

• 2021 Summer Reading Club update. 

• Children’s programs will begin in-person in October with Covid-19 

precautions in place. 

• New public health mandates require staff and patrons to wear masks in the 

library. At this time the library is exempt from requiring patrons to have 

vaccination proof cards to enter the building. Consensus with library directors 

across BC interpreting the new mandate is that if libraries hold events with 

more than 50 people or 50 % of its capacity, we must ask for proof of 

vaccination. 

• The library has been helping the public print or download digital proof of 

vaccination cards. Our library has helped 34 people during the first week of 

the card being available to download.  

• The Friends of the Library are holding their annual used book sale September 

23-25. 

• The library is creating a bookshelf in the children’s library to house a 

permanent collection of indigenous children’s stories. This was created, in 

part, to recognize the new federal holiday “National Day for Truth and 

Reconciliation”. 

• Dolly Parton Imagination Library Fundraising – city council helped raise $2,000 

by accepting a challenge to sing “Nine to Five” by Dolly Parton. Post and 

Row raised $758 during the month of August through a fundraiser at the 

restaurant. The Friends of the Library donated $2,000 in August. Canada Post 

rejected a grant application submitted with the help of the Regional District 

grant writers last March. 

 

7. Unfinished business: 

a) Chairperson Gilliatt is continuing discussions with two downtown business owners 

to create a DPIL fundraising event in the coming months. Councilor Kaempf is 



hoping to participate in a fundraising run and will donate a portion of her 

fundraising to the DPIL. 

b) Treasurer Foster will bring information about board/trustee insurance to 

October’s meeting. Trustee Combres volunteered to help if needed. 

c) The library manager is waiting for a response from city hall about posting the 

audited annual financial statements to the library’s website. Trustee Foster 

recommended asking the accountants at Sander Rose Bone Grindle if they have 

a more ‘user friendly’ version of the statements to post to the website. 

 

8. New business:  

a. The library manager asked all trustees in attendance if they intend to 

continue on the board in 2022. This information is needed to allow the City of 

Dawson Creek time to advertise any vacancies before the end of 2021. All 

trustees in attendance indicated they wish to remain on the board in 2022. 

Councilor Kaempf is appointed by city council and was not included in the 

survey. The library manager will contact the absent trustees to ask if they 

intend to continue on the board in 2022. This information will be sent to city 

hall. 

 

9. Correspondence: 

None 

Next meeting: October 18, 2021 at 7 p.m.  

Adjournment: 8:34 p.m. Moved by: Andre Lavoie 


